CITY OF BELMONT

MEMORANDUM
. . CITY OF BELMONT
TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Karen Borrmann, Assistant Public Works Directm&&
VIA: Carlos DeMelo, Community Development Directorcg)

SUBJECT:  June 17, 2008 Planning Commission Meeting — Agenda Item 5B
Discussion Regarding Decorative Streetlighting — Economic Development
Redevelopment Sites

Summary
Enclosed are copies of some of the alternative strectlight details presented to the City Council on

February 26, 2008 for use for Arterial Roadways and for decorative purposes. The presentation
to Council was primarily regarding streetlights for City Streets, but decorative purpose lighting
might also be utilized within development projects.

The City Council requested that the Planning Commission review and recommend a decorative
streetlight fixture and appurtenant features (pole or standard, base, and mast arm) for use in the
City of Belmont. The focus is on the Economic Redevelopment Areas, where shorter (typically
more on the order of 12°, but potentially as tall as 20° high), decorative strecilights may be
desired. Decorative streetlights have typically been installed where streetlight projects are
undertaken, and when development projects occur. Typically decorative type of streetlights are
installed where existing utility lines are not overhead lines but have been undergrounded. A
mobile showroom with the fixture and sample standards in the different colors was at the City in
advance of the February 26, 2008 City Council meeting, and several Planning Commissioners
visited the showroom to view the samples.

A decorative type of fixture, that also provides focused roadway oriented lighting, was approved
by the Council for use on Arterial Roadways such as Ralston Avenue and El Camino Real and
Old County Road, and is shown on one of the details enclosed with Exhibit A. The selected
streetlight fixture type is as shown on the “LCGS (Philadelphia)” detail. Taller (and engineered)
lights are needed for signalized intersections along Arterial roadways to effectively meet best
practice design guidelines for streetlighting. The installation of conduit for the undergrounding
project on a portion of Old County Road is currently underway. The design of the streetlight
system for Old County Road is based upon use of this fixture and the specified mounting height,
and conduit will be placed in the roadway based upon the spacing that is defined by the design
parameters for this fixture. PG&E has provided the City a tentative schedule for the remaining
work which anticipates completion by early 2010.

The proposed approach was to utilize several types of compatible streetlights throughout the
City. This approach is a practical one that provides a unified theme between areas with different
lighting needs, without trying to have a “one size fits all” solution. It allows our community to
gain desired aesthetics through the use of shorter and more decorative lights at focal points or
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considered as reliable. Wood poles also tend to break when struck by vehicles. Copies of
several alternative details illustrating possible wood pole streetlights are also attached to the
report under Attachment A. There are existing streetlights in Belmont that are on wooden poles
that may also be observed along Ralston Avenue and in streets surrounding City Hall.

There are alternative manufactured poles that have the look of wood. These include composite
materials made of fiberglass, steel core with a hardwood profile, or concrete. If additional
information is desired on these options it may be presented a future meeting.

Staff requests Commission discuss, comment, and make recommendation for decorative
streetlights and appurtenant features such as poles and mast arm for use in the City of Belmont,
as requested by the City Council.

General Plan/Vision Statement
The Downtown Specific Plan, amended July 25, 1995, recommends the following for the main
boulevards in the downtown area, Ralston Avenue and El Camino Real.

Downtown Boulevard Policy. El Camino Real from Middle Avenue to Broadway and Ralston
Avenue from Hiller Avenue to Sixth Avenue shall be developed as the visually prominent,
evergreen boulevards of the downtown as roadway improvements are phased over time.

Design Guidelines. The intent is to achieve a continuous wall of evergreen street trees along
property frontages, and a landscape median where possible and as required for traffic control.
The boulevard cross section elevation illustrated below demonstrate the ultimate street right-of-
way treatment which should be achieved through development of EI Camino Real and Ralston
Avenue over time in conjunction with traffic improvement upgrades. The following boulevard
design guidelines set forth the design intent for right-of-way treatment, street trees and plant
materials, and streetlighting.

Streetlighting. Streetlighting at the sidewalk should be a distinctive fixture for the downtown
district compatible with the architectural treatment theme. The fixture may have an old-
fashioned character such as the streetlights along Market Street in San Francisco (comparable
fixtures include the National Series by Union Metal or those by Visco). Within the El Camino
Real median, tall dual cobra-head fixtures (PG&E) standard) mounted on signal poles at
appropriate intervals to meet Caltrans standards should light both sides of the roadways. All
light poles should be painted a deep gun-metal blue,

Architectural Goals and Objectives. A distinct architectural theme for downtown and
commercial areas along the El Camino/Ralston axis should be based on one coordinated design
theme to distinguish Belmont from surrounding communities and create a sense of a unified
downtown area. The architectural style should be based upon use of the historic forms and build

on the existing inventory of buildings that are either historic buildings or new buildings with
historic elements.
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The Downtown Specific Plan, amendment to the Architectural Theme and Treatment Policy
dated July 6, 1999, recommends the following for the entire commercial area, including Old
County road:

In 1997, the Downtown Task Force recommended a cohesive architectural design theme for the
commercial areas downtown and along El Camino Real, Old County Road, and Ralston
corridors. The Task Force found that the prior use of multiple theme zones did not support
creating a unified sense of place for the main commercial part of Belmont nor did it help define
an areqa that could be considered Downtown Belmont. The Task Force recommended utilization
of one unified theme from City border to City border along the El Camino Real, and the use of a
common architectural palette would help define Belmont's commercial area as unique from
other cities and help define the limits of the downtown area.”

Streetlighting Policy: All street and parking lot lighiing standards shall conform to the City
“Acorn” design, and shall include integrated, interior shields to avoid the spread of light
skyward and direct light downward. Existing Acorn lighting should retrofit to this standard.

Downtown Streetscape Design Guidelines, Belmont CA, July 1994

A copy of a portion of the guidelines adopted by the Planning Commission on August 2, 1994 i
attached to this report as Attachment B. The Planning Commission selected medium gloss black
color, on October 4, 1994, for the street lamps and street furniture.

Use of fixtures other than the Acorn fixture in the Downtown Specific Plan area would require a
text amendment to the Specific Plan. (This would be considered at a future meeting).

Public Contact
No other public contact beyond posting of the agenda was initiated by the City in preparation of
tonight’s item.

Attachments

A.  Streetlight Details — Commission only

LCGS (Philadelphia)

Teardrop (2" mast arm)

Teardrop (6’ mast arm)

e Acorn

Wood Poles — Options 1-3

B. Downtown Streetscape Design Guidelines — Commission only
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ACORN
Street Light

Model:

Degcription:

Local Supplier:

Luminaire; Model AA-07 by Architectural
Landscaps Lighting, Santa Awa, California,
{714) 962-2285. Pole: Model L5-22 by
Architecral Landscape Lighting.

Luvsinaire: High prevsure sodinm with white
polycarbonate globs. Pals: Hraoy, wall cust
aluninnm, 120 highl, polyester powdsr-coar
finish

Lumincering Sales, Inc., Redroood Cify, @
California, (415) 368-8438. T
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WOOD POLE

Belmont Option # 3
JHB 20P poles, Quatiro MI 302 twninaires

4

Ground Line

EXHIBIT A



WOOD POLE
Belmont Option & 1

JHB 20P polas & crossarms with Quatiro PAC-100 iwninaires
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WOOD POLE

Belmont Option # 2
JHB 20P poles, metal base & Quatiro 210 luminaire

A

Ground Ling

EXHIBIT A



Downtown Streetscape
Design Guidelines

Prepared for the

City of Belmont

Prepared by

Callander Associates
Landscape Architeciure

311 Seventh Avenue

San Matco, California
(415)375-1313

July 1994
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Purpose/Scope

The purpose of the downtown streetscape design guidelines is to enhance the downtown area by
providing better accessibility, especially for pedestrians, and to improve its commercial and
aesthetic appeal by creating a unified design concept for future public and private improvements.
Consistent with the Downtown Specific Plan, these guidelines are intended to be used to assist the
City to

"achieve a well landscaped streetscape which distinguishes the downtown district, forms the
urban open space network and establishes a new design quality for El Camino Real and Ralston
Avenue, the major gateways and surrounding streets. A visual streetscape hierarchy should be
created which establishes El Camino Real and Ralston Avenue as major, prominent evergreen

boulevards and all other downtown streets as having a uniform streetscape character.”

The scope of the downtown area included within the work limits includes:

North /South Streets

El Camino Real

Old County Road

Elmer Street (from Ralston Avenue to O'Neill}
Sixth Avenue (from Hill Street to Broadway)
Fifth Avenue (from Waltermire to Broadway)

East/Waest Streets

Ralston Avenue (from 101 Freeway to Sixth Avenue)
Masonic Way

Waltermire Street {from Sixth Avenue to Elmer Street)
Emmett Street (from El Camino Real to Sixth Avenue)
O'Neill Street (from E] Camino Real to Sunny Slope)

The recommendations for standard street furnishings include:

Street Trees * Street Lights
Tree Grates and Guards * Unit Pavers (previously established)
Benches * Bike Racks (previously established)

Trash Receptacles
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"Project Limits" Map

"PROJECT LIMITS" MAP NORTH @
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Inventory of Existing Street Trees

El Camino Real

Current Disposition: Very few trees except medians.

Median trees include: Redwood, Honey Locust, Flowering Plum
* Others: Sycamore (at train depot), Australian Willow

Ralston Avenue
Current Disposition:
* Predominate tree west of El Camino Real is Glossy Privet. Very few trees east of El Camino

Real.
¢ Others: Raywood Ash

Old County Road

Current Disposition: Very few street trees, especially south of Ralston (light industrial area). Little
sidewalk.

* 951 Old County Road (Mailboxes, Etc.) - Bradford Pear
* East side at new condos - Magnolia trees

Masonic Way
Current Disposition:

* North side of new condos - Ash trees
* South side at Mailboxes, Etc. - Ash trees

Sixth Avenue

Current Disposition:

e Barber shop/Henri's (new trees) - Tristania laurina
* Safeway - Magnolias and Olive trees

Fifth Avenue

Current Disposition: No sidewalks (or very few). No distinctive trees.
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Waltermire Street
West of El Camino Real: 4 foot wide sidewalks, no street trees.

East of El Camino Real: 5 foot walk on south side with new Tristania conferta. No sidewalk, no
trees on north side.

Emmett Street

West of El Camino Real: No predominate street trees.

O'Neill Street

West of El Camino Real: No predominate street trees.
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Street Tree Recommendations

El Camino Real
Medians:
* Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood Tree)

Gleditsia triacanthos 'Shademaster' (Honey Locust)
* Prunus cerasifera ‘Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum)

East and West Sides:

* Platanus acerifolia 'Centennial’ (Sycamore Tree)

¢ Acacia melanoxylon (Black Acacia)

* Quercus agrifolia (Coast Live Oak)

* Cleditsia triacanthos 'Shademaster' (Honey Locust}

et Corners:
* Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood Tree} (Ralston Avenue only)

¢ Pyrus calleryana 'Aristocrat’ (Aristocrat Pear)
* Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum)

Ralston Avenue

Medians:

* Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood Tree}
* Tristania laurina (Water Gum)

North and South Sides:
¢ Tristania conferta (Brisbane Box)

* Gingko biloba (Maidenhair Tree)
* Quercus rubra (Red Qak)}

QOrngrg:

* Sequoia sempervirens ‘Aptos Blue' (Redwood) (Hiller Triangle and El Camino Real only)

* Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum)
* Pyrus calleryana 'Aristocrat' (Aristocrat Pear)
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Arterial Streets

North/South Direction Including Elmer 1d County Road, Fifth Avenue, and Sixth
Avenue:

* Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Shademaster' (Honey Locust)
¢ Pyrus kawakamii (Evergreen Pear)

Di ion Including Masonic, Emmett, Waltermire, an 'Neill:

Fraxinus 'Raywood' (Raywood Ash)

Pistacia chinensis (Chinese Pistache)

Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum)
Tristania laurina (Water Gum)

.« & B

Page 6




Street Furnishings
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Tree Grate and Guard

Model: Tree grate: "OT, Title 24", by Urban Accessories,
Woaodinville, Washington, (206) 487-0488. Tree

guard: Model 5-6 by Victor Stanley, Inc., Dunkirk,
Maryland, (800) 368-2513.

Description: Tree grate: Four foot square, cast iron, finish
shall be semi-gloss enamel paint, Tree
guard: Welded iron straps with black powder-
coat finish.

Local Supplier: Tree grate: David O'Keefe Co., Alamo,
California, (510) 837-4440. Tree guard:
MIJB Associates, (916) 272-8005.
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Bench

Model: Model 58 Bench (available in six and eight foot
lengths) by DuMar Inc., Miffintown, Pennsylvania,
(800) 598-4018.

Description: Cast iran supports with steel bar straps,

polyester patwder-roat finish.

Local Supplier: Ross Recreation Equipment Co., Inc.,
Watsonville, California, (408) 722-3145.

MODEL 58 BENCH

« Seal portion welded into 1 unit.
* Custom lettering available for side panels.
e Available in extended lengths in multiples of 6' and 8'

Materials

Seating Surface: 1/4" x 1-1/2" steel bar and 2-3/8" O.0. steel pipe.
Supports. Cast iron.

Bracing: 1-116" Q.D. steel pipe

Fasteners: Plated.

finish: Select from any polyester powder color on page 2.
(Biack shown.)
58-80 6' long, 2 supports, 296 Ibs.,
58-80 8’ long, 2 supports, 358 Ios.,
Support Options
May be attached to surface or left free standing.
For details of custom lettering on support side panels, consuit your
DuMor representative.
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Trash Receptacle

Model:

Description:

Local Supplier:

"Ironsites” Bethesda Series, Model 5-424 by
Victor Stanley, Inc., Duukirk, Maryland,
(800) 3658-2573.

32 gallon capacity, welded metal strap container
with liner, powder-coat finish.

MJB Associates, (916) 272-8005,
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Street Light

Model: Luminaire: Model AA-07 by Architectural
Landscape Lighting, Santa Ana, California,
(714) 962-2286. Pole: Model L5-22 by
Architectural Landscape Lighting.

Description: Luminaire: High pressure sodium with white
pelycarbonate glabe. Pole: Heavy, wall cast
aluminum, 12'-0' height, polyester powder-coat

finish.
Local Supplier: Lumineering Salcs, Ine.,, Redwaod City, @ -
California, (415) 364-8838, -

ARCHITECTURAL
LANDSCAPE
LIGHTING
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Unit Pavers

Model: Holland type B-2 color by Interlocking
Paving Stones, or equal.

Description: Eull size, in running bond pattern.

Local Supplier: Pacific Interlock, San Jose, California,
(408) 257-3645.

HOLLAND (Red 008-6)
1 x 8" 1-5/8°
20 ths.Avquare foat

6y 12" x 2-3/8"
30 ths./square foot
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Bike Rack

Model:

Description:

Local Supplier:

|
Du Vo, in

c.

Moiel 83 Loop Bike Rack by DuMor, Inc.,
Mifflintoton, Pennsylvania, (800) 598-4018.

Iron pipe with polyester powder-coat finish.

Color to be sclected.

Ross Recreation Equipment Co., Inc.,
Watsonville, California, (408) 722-3145.
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